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D
elegates at the R

egenerative M
edicine event

heard presentations from
 C

ellTran, Sm
ith and

N
ephew

, B
iom

aterials and Tissue Engineering

C
entre of Industrial C

ollaboration, C
entre for

Stem
 C

ell B
iology and Intercytex, providing a

unique 
opportunity 

to 
discover 

recent

advancem
ents 

in 
the 

regenerative 
m

edicine

field. Feedback from
 delegates has been very

positive; w
ith m

any guests m
aking new

 and

valuable 
contacts 

and 
at 

least 
one 

of 
the

speakers 
looking 

into 
a 

potential 
new

collaboration as a direct result of this event.

A
fter an opportunity for netw

orking, upbeat

jazz m
usic and m

ulled w
ine, the afternoon w

as

follow
ed by the B

ioscience Yorkshire C
hristm

as

D
inner. D

r Fred W
right, C

hief Executive of the

C
entre 

for 
E

xcellence 
in 

Life 
S

ciences 
in

N
ew

castle, brought the evening to a close w
ith

a 
stim

ulating 
after 

dinner 
speech 

on 
his

experiences in the w
orld of biotechnology. 
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Plasso secures 
$2.8 m

illion investm
ent

for coating technology
P

lasso Technology Ltd has secured $2.8m
 (£1.5 m

illion) second round funding
from

 a B
oston-based institutional investor w

hich focuses on discoveries w
ithin

U
K

 academ
ic institutions in the life sciences and physical sciences.
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P
lasso 

w
as 

form
ed 

in 
2003 

to
exploit 

surface 
m

odification
techniques initially developed at
the 

U
niversity 

of 
S

heffield. 
Its

expertise and understanding of
surfaces in a biological context are
built on fifteen years of research.

The 
com

pany's 
core 

technology 
involves

advanced 
surface 

engineering, 
and 

provides
tailored 

coatings 
to 

consum
ables 

such 
as

m
icroarrays, 

lab-on-a-chip, 
sensors 

and
m

icrotitre plates used in life sciences research
and diagnostics. The unique properties of these
coatings provide a m

arked increase in sensitivity
and specificity for assays w

ithin these m
arkets.

P
lasso 

has 
successfully 

forged 
a 

num
ber 

of
com

m
ercial 

partnerships 
w

ith 
equipm

ent
m

anufacturers in the life sciences and is also
developing its ow

n product portfolio aim
ed at the

bio-instrum
entation, 

bio-sensors, 
arrays 

and
em

erging diagnostics sectors.

The new
 funding w

ill provide the com
pany w

ith
w

orking 
capital 

to 
enable 

it 
to 

accelerate 
its

research program
m

e and product developm
ent.

C
om

m
enting on the investm

ent, Sam
eer K

othari,
P

lasso's C
hief Executive O

fficer, said:

"This is an exciting m
om

ent in the com
pany's

history. There is a grow
ing dem

and for advanced
surfaces in diagnostics and life science research
and 

w
e 

believe 
our 

technology 
w

ill 
play 

an
im

portant role, especially in the m
iniaturisation

of assays.  This additional finance w
ill help us to

further develop our product portfolio and im
prove

our offering to existing custom
ers."

P
lasso's funding announcem

ent follow
s the new

s
that the U

niversity of Sheffield is to seek listing of
B

iofusion (the com
pany that has exclusive access

to the U
niversity's intellectual property arising

from
 its m

edical life science research) on the
A

lternative Investm
ent M

arket (A
IM

). 
B

iofusion is 70%
 ow

ned by the U
niversity, and has

agreed a ten year deal w
ith the U

niversity to
com

m
ercialise its m

edical life science IP. 
If listing is achieved, it w

ill be accom
panied by a

fund raising w
hich w

ill provide the finances to

achieve this. B
iofusion w

ill initially hold shares or
an econom

ic interest in nine U
niversity spinout

com
panies - including P

lasso. The U
niversity of

S
heffield 

is 
believed 

to 
be 

the 
w

orld's 
first 

to 
approach 

spin-out 
com

m
ercialisation 

in 
this m

anner.
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, P

lasso Technology, 
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Em
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eer.kothari@

plasso.com
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ew

 Events Calendar
The 15th D

ecem
ber saw

 SYB
EN

 hold its last netw
orking event of 2004, in the historical settings of

H
ellaby H

all, R
otherham

. The event, focusing on the advancem
ents in regenerative m

edicine, w
as

attended by over 70 guests, including individuals from
 industry, academ

ia and the public sector.
The event concluded a busy calendar of
SYB

EN
 events in 2004 that included: ‘From

A
cadem

ia to Industry’ an event for post-
docs highlighting transition from

 research
to careers outside of academ

ia,
‘O

rthopaedic A
dvancem

ents’, highlighting
novel applications of bionanotechnoloy and
tissue engineering in the orthopaedic
industry, and a ‘Venture C

apital B
riefing’,

w
ith A

vlar B
ioVenutures.

presence, 
drive 

com
pany 

value 
and 

help 
to

prom
ote 

leading 
edge 

products, 
technologies

and services.  In addition, by engaging w
ith the

m
edia, scientific com

panies can use it as a tool to
ensure the public receives a positive m

essage w
hen

science hits the headlines. 

EVEN
T SP

EA
K

ER
S

P
eter 

C
olley, 

D
irector 

and 
C

o-founder,
N

orthbank C
om

m
unications.

N
orthbank 

C
om

m
unications 

is 
a 

full 
service

com
m

unications 
consultancy 

focused 
on

science-based com
panies. P

eter has m
any years

experience of m
arketing com

m
unications, after

an 
industry 

career 
including 

six 
years 

as
m

anaging D
irector of A

pplied B
ioSystem

s.
D

r C
laire B

ithell, Science Inform
ation O

fficer,
Science M

edia C
entre.

The Science M
edia C

entre is an independent, non
profit venture w

orking to prom
ote the voices,

EVEN
T SU

M
M

A
R

Y
This m

eeting w
ill focus on the im

portance of 
good com

m
unications for bioscience com

panies. 
The event w

ill give an introduction to:

•
M

arketing com
m

unications strategies

for science-based com
panies

•
P

rom
otion of leading edge products,

technologies and services

•
M

aking the m
edia w

ork for you

For com
panies w

ith innovative science at their
core, m

essages are often com
plex. B

eing heard
above the noise is a huge challenge but being
understood is a m

uch greater one. Start-ups
especially 

often 
have 

an 
urgent 

need 
to

com
m

unicate w
ith a w

ide range of stakeholders,
from

 finance, business, industry, governm
ent,

academ
ia, the m

edical profession and the public.
Effective com

m
unications can be a vital tool to

establish 
and 

develop 
a 

strong 
corporate

Event conference
D

r Fred W
right

SYB
EN

 N
ETW

O
R

K
IN

G
 EVEN

T: Science Com
m

unication
16th February 2005: 16.00 for 16.30 start - 18.00 (follow

ed by refreshm
ents) H

ilton H
otel, Victoria Q

uays, Sheffield

To start off the N
ew

 Year, SYB
EN

 have team
ed

up w
ith the Science M

edia C
entre, London, and

N
orthbank 

C
om

m
unications, 

to 
host 

a

com
m

unications netw
orking event on the 16th

February 2005 (for details see below
). If you

have suggestions of events that you w
ould like

to see included in the 2005 calendar, please

contact SYB
EN

.

stories and view
s of the scientific com

m
unity to

the new
s m

edia w
hen science is in the headlines. 

A
cadem

ic 
C

ase 
S

tudy 
(D

r. 
A

llan 
P

acey,
U

niversity of Sheffield)
D

r. P
acey is an expert in m

ale fertility and has
used the m

edia at several points in his research
career to generate interest in his w

ork. H
e is

currently the m
edia spokesperson for the B

ritish
Fertility 

Society 
for 

m
atters 

concerning 
m

ale
fertility and sperm

 donation.

B
iotechnology C

om
pany C

ase Study (TB
C

)

To register for this free event, 
em

ail syben@
shu.ac.uk or telephone, 

R
achael C

alvert or Lisa P
ennington

on 0114 225 4203 or 3684.

S
Y
B
E
N
 
2
0
0
5
 
F
E
B
 
N
E
W
S
L
E
T
T
E
R
 
4
P
P
 
 
2
8
/
1
/
0
5
 
 
1
0
:
3
3
 
a
m
 
 
P
a
g
e
 
1



BIONEW
S

new
s &

 view
s from

 south yorkshire’s innovative bioscience cluster

PAG
E 2

PAG
E 3

w
w

w.syben.org.uk
w

w
w.syben.org.uk

W
W

W
.YFIR

D
.O

R
G

/

They are now
 encouraging ‘Expressions of Interest’ (EO

I) from
 com

panies
seeking funding in undertaking R

esearch and D
evelopm

ent projects.

Yorkshire Forw
ard's 'Industrial R

esearch and D
evelopm

ent aw
ard', the first of its kind

in the U
K

, is a schem
e to help com

panies w
ith m

ore than 250 staff develop new
products and processes to increase their com

petitiveness in any global m
arket place. 

You can be kept inform
ed on all related new

s and im
portant dates by signing up for

regular program
m

e updates via the schem
e's w

ebsite, w
w

w
.yfird.org/

18 m
illion boostfor regional R

&
D

Yorkshire Forw
ard is pleased to launch the

first English R
egional Industrial R

esearch and
D

evelopm
ent A

w
ard for Large C

om
panies.

Serono is The M
edical H

ouse’s partner in a five

year 
contract 

under 
w

hich 
the 

S
heffield

com
pany 

w
ill 

m
anufacture 

and 
supply 

a

reusable, 
user 

filled 
needle 

free 
injection

device 
and 

related 
consum

ables 
to 

deliver

Serono's hum
an grow

th horm
one.  

S
erono 

has 
a 

strong 
m

arket 
position 

in

m
etabolism

 and grow
th, in addition to being

the w
orld leader in reproductive health, and

currently has eight biotechnology products on

the m
arket along w

ith a strong pipeline based

on both proteins and sm
all m

olecules.

Thierry 
D

alm
as, 

Vice-P
resident 

of 
G

lobal
M

etabolic Endocrinology at Serono, said:
“W

e expect the new
 needle-free injector being

developed 
by 

The 
M

edical 
H

ouse 
w

ill 
be

popular 
w

ith 
patients 

w
ho 

receive 
hum

an
grow

th horm
one daily.” 
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,
C

ontact Ian Tow
nsend, C

hief
Executive, The M

edical H
ouse P

LC
 on

0114 261 9011 or visit the w
ebsite

w
w

w
.them

edicalhouse.com

The M
edical H

ouse P
LC

 announce 
m

ulti m
illion pound partnership w

ith Serono
M

edical H
ouse P

LC
, the Sheffield based orthopaedic devices and drug delivery com

pany, announced on 10
January 2005, details of their ground-breaking agreem

ent w
ith global biotechnology leader, Serono, expected

to reach up to £4.3 m
illion.

Scientists at the U
niversity of

Sheffield have played a m
ajor

role in sequencing the chicken
genom

e, published in N
ature

and 
G

enom
e 

R
esearch 

on
Thursday 9 D

ecem
ber 2004. 

The 
C

hicken 
becam

e 
a 

m
em

ber 
of 

an
exclusive 

club 
in 

D
ecem

ber 
w

hen 
the

C
hicken G

enom
e Sequencing C

onsortium
published its com

plete genom
e sequence.

It 
is 

the 
first 

farm
 

anim
al 

to 
be

successfully sequenced, as w
ell as being

the first bird. 

A
s 

chickens 
are 

thought 
to 

be 
the 

m
odern

descendants of dinosaurs it is hoped that this

breakthrough w
ill enable scientists to have a

better understanding of m
am

m
alian evolution.

It 
w

ill 
be 

of 
particular 

im
portance 

to

agricultural 
researchers, 

chicken 
breeders,

genom
e-sequence 

producers 
and 

geneticists

w
ho are trying to accurately identify functional

regions of the hum
an genom

e. 

The 
S

heffield 
team

 
w

ere 
responsible 

for

determ
ining 

the 
sequences 

of 
m

essenger

R
N

A
s, 

w
hich 

have 
allow

ed 
an 

international

team
 

of 
scientists 

to 
analyse 

the 
chicken

genom
e sequence and identify m

ost chicken

genes. The team
 have also contributed to an

analysis of the genetic differences in three types

of chicken, w
hich has im

plications for the food

industry. This research found that, despite m
any

years 
of 

intensive 
breeding, 

m
odern 

food

production chickens retain m
uch of the genetic

diversity found in their w
ild ancestors. 

D
r. Stuart W

ilson, w
ho led the Sheffield team

explains, "C
om

pleting a genom
e sequence for a

species is only half the battle. O
nce this is

com
pleted, you are left w

ith the task of actually

finding the genes them
selves, w

hich m
ake up

only a fraction of the w
hole sequence. 

"G
enes produce a substance called m

essenger

R
N

A
 (m

R
N

A
) w

hich turn into proteins that our

bodies can use. O
ur w

ork involved generating

thousands 
of 

m
R

N
A

 
sequences 

w
hich 

then

helped to determ
ine w

here the genes are on the

chrom
osom

es and w
hat proteins they encode. 

"This 
w

ork 
is 

hugely 
im

portant 
for 

both

agriculture 
and 

biom
edical 

scientists, 
and

allow
s 

researchers 
to 

fill 
an 

im
portant

evolutionary 
gap 

betw
een 

the 
genom

e

sequences 
of 

fish 
and 

m
am

m
als 

that 
have

already been determ
ined."

D
id you know

? Top 5 C
hicken Facts!

• A
 fear of chickens is know

n as

A
lektorophobia

• There are m
ore chickens in the w

orld

than people

• The closest living relative of the T-R
ex

is the chicken

• The greatest num
ber of yolks in one

chicken egg is nine 

• The term
 ‘C

hicken P
ox’ didn’t com

e

from
 people believing that they cam

e

from
 chickens, it cam

e from
 O

ld 

English term
 ‘G

ican P
ox’ w

hich m
eans

itching pox.

U
niversity of Sheffield plays 

crucial role in sequencing chicken genom
e

Lisa P
ennington joined us on the 29th N

ovem
ber 2004 and w

ill be
w

orking as the new
 SYB

EN
 A

ssistant. She has recently graduated from
Sheffield H

allam
 U

niversity w
here she studied for a B

Sc (H
ons) H

um
an

B
ioscience.

U
p to 50%

 of costs (including travel, accom
m

odation, registration fees, exhibition costs) can be claim
ed.Successful applications to the SYB

EN
 Event

Fund include C
ellTran Ltd (The A

pplication of G
M

P
 to Tissue B

anks, London), Fluent Europe Ltd (D
rug D

elivery – Latest Technology and Strategic

P
artnerships, G

erm
any), D

ew
 R

em
ediation (International C

lean U
p 2004, B

irm
ingham

), A
xordia Ltd (International Society for Stem

 C
ell R

esearch

A
nnual M

eeting, U
SA

) and Sim
cyp Ltd (15th International Sym

posium
 on M

icrosom
es and D

rug O
xidation 2004).

To find out how
 you can access this grant, contact SYB

EN
 on syben@

shu.ac.uk or visit w
w

w
.shu.ac.uk/syben/support/eventfund.htm

l

Call for A
pplications

to the SYB
EN

 Event Fund
B

ioscience com
panies located in South Yorkshire could be eligible for up to £1000 of financial assistance to

subsidise the costs participating in national and international events for the purpose of business developm
ent

(such as scientific conferences, trade fairs, investor forum
s and trade m

issions).

Em
ail: L.P

ennington@
shu.ac.uk  

D
uring her degree Lisa com

pleted a year in industry w
ith P

fizer Ltd, K
ent, w

here she w
orked in

the A
cadem

ic Liaison D
epartm

ent.  The departm
ent w

orked closely w
ith local schools and

colleges to encourage a greater interest in and understanding of science.

Lisa w
as prim

arily responsible for tw
o science education program

m
es: “The Link Scientist

Schem
e” and “The A

-Level M
entoring Schem

e” w
hich w

ere introduced after an approach by a
local teacher as it w

as felt that w
as a need for an external source of support for students. 

Lisa w
ill be w

orking w
ith SYB

EN
 C

o-ordinator, R
achael C

alvert, and w
ill be on hand to assist in

supporting the South Yorkshire B
ioscience com

m
unity.

If you w
ould like to contact Lisa for further inform

ation on any of SYB
EN

’s projects her
contacts details are: Em

ail: L.P
ennington@

shu.ac.uk Tel: 0114 225 3684

SYB
EN

w
elcom

es new
 starter, Lisa Pennington
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